
By: Geoffry Grembowski 

 As I write this article with five inches of snow on the ground outside, it is 

hard to remember that we actually had racing in sunny weather this summer. Iôll put 

an extra emphasis on the racing, as this year was marked by tremendous racing 

throughout the club. Of the 36 finals (Final, 1st consolation, 2nd consolation) this 
year, 17 different drivers won. Breaking it down further, 3 different drivers won the 

Final, 9 different drivers won a 1st Consolation, and 12 different drivers won the 

2nd Consolation. Let that sink in. There was NO repeat winners of the 2nd Consola-

tion. None! If this isnôt parity, I do not know what is. Obviously, Kirk Maupin killed 

all of us by taking 9 of the 12 races this year, but pushing him all year were many 

drivers, and the racing behind him was very competitive. I cannot remember a year 

close to this in terms of overall parity, and although I wasnôt here for most of the 

clubôs history, I would be very surprised if there was any years like this one. Every 

race had large boat counts, and there were no ñgimmeò heats for any drivers. Con-

gratulations to all the drivers who made this an extremely competitive year, and I 

hope it continues next year. 

 This year was a year of change in the club, and with the recent announce-

ment of change of insurance, next year promises to be the same. This is why I plead 

with all of you to remain true to the club and stick with it. We elected the board 

members to make changes for the good of the club, and we must have faith that they 

will do so. Everyone will not agree with the changes, but clearly the club is experi-

encing a new high in terms of competitiveness and boat counts, and internal turmoil 

will be the only thing that will ruin this. Rules will forever be modified, and change 

will be made within any racing organization, and it is up to the participants to react 

accordingly. If you donôt agree with a change, let the club know peacefully, and the 

club will determine what is best for everybody. R/C Unlimiteds is the original radio 

controlled hydroplane series, and it is up to us to remain as the club that everyone 

else aspires to be. Unrest within the club will destroy this, and it is up to us to avoid 

this. 

 That being said, letôs get ready for 2011. It figures to be competitive once 

again, and I hope its even better than last year. Iôll see you on the water in 2011, and 

I hope itôs a great year. 

 2010: What a Year! 
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Note From Editor:  

I do need a constant supply 

of information in order to 

keep the newsletter work-

ing. You can email me sto-

ries, pictures, articles, or 

anything else to me via the 

website.  

 

 

The Work of  Chris Denslow 

 By Marc Connelly 

I donôt know about you, but I beat a path to Chris Denslowôs smugmug site after 

every race. I practically wear a groove in the Internet between his server and mine. I 

pour over every frame, every boat, every race. Then I go back and I look at mine- all 

of them- about nine more times.  I can tell a lot about how the hull is working from 

the sequence of shots of my Atlas turning hard or flying along with the skidfin 

unloaded. Chris Denslow gives us that- to the tune of over 1,00 exposures per race. 

And he has been doing it, without any assignment fees, for over five years. His re-

ward now: Chris Denslow is the go to professional when anyone needs quality racing 

shots. He goes to the Gold Cup, he goes to Doha Bay. 

 

Sure, I am a frequent visitor to the You Tube postings too. And I am very thankful for 

them. But they happen at real time speed, which is frantic and seems faster to me in 

video than when I am actually racing. The only thing I can really learn from the vid-

eos, enjoyable as they may be, are all of my pre-start positioning mistakes, which are 

numerous. Again, helpful information, but a bit embarrassing too. The harsh reality of 

video strip away the possibility to imagine. 

 



News from the Boat Shop  

Contõd from previous page  

 

 

 From Pat Ochs: The Ochsô boat shop, along with fixing the damage to the 

Jasper from the Gold Cup, is working on having the 1988 Miller High Life 

(see pics, left and below) on the water early part of next year.  This is the last 

open cockpit Chip every droveé...World Famous Racing plans on continuing 

repairs to Geoffry Grembowskiôs Appian Jeronimo after the devastating crash 

in the season-opening race last year. The front end will be strengthened up, 

and repainted, and the cowling will have a new canopy and will have new 

painté...David Newton reports that the Newton Marine shop is locked up 

with several secret projects underwayé... 

Page 2  R/C U NLIMITEDS  NEWSLETTER  

Hydro Trivia  

This weekôs trivia comes from the 

Hydropage forums at www.tiforums.net. 

No cheating! 

1. How many times have the hydroplanes 

competed outside of the continental US since 

the 1960s? 

(Answer next page) 

2. What boat was the first cabover in the 

modern era to win a race, and when?  

(Answer next page) 

Thereôs nothing embarrassing about the Art of Christopher 

Denslow, however. He makes the last place runner look like a real 

flyer, the flips and spins look absolutely fatal, the contenders look 

like serious business, and the winners look like pure perfection. 

 

To examine his shots of your boat is to learn something new (and 

sometimes profound) about how you set it up and drove it. But 

while his photos donôt lie, they do flatter. Flatter, no matter. 

 

When I think about racing away from the race course, it is in slow 

motion, or freeze frame, like Chrisô work. The dream quality of 

scale racing- much too underplayed in my book- is absolutely cap-

tured in his stop action work. You can feel the float, the bounce, 

the launch off of a wake. I can Photoshop the antenna out on my 

boat and get pretty close to the full effect of re-creating full scale 

racing, just like I imagined as a little kid, dragging a plywood Miss 

Thriftway behind my bike. 

 

We are lucky, I think, to have been the place where Chris really 



Contõd from previous pages 
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Hydro Trivia 

Answers  

1. Seven times 

Picton, ON (1960-61) 

Kelowna, BC (1966-67, 96-99) 

Acapulco, Mexico (1981) 

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii (1990-99) 

Barrie, ON (1999) 

Valleyfield, Quebec (2006) 

Doha, Qatar (2009-Present) 

 

2. Lincoln Thrift 7 1/4% 

Special, Gene Whipp driving, 

1973 Presidents Cup. It was 

Whippôs only race as a driver. 

For the last few months, I have been collecting stories on why some of you race your own 

particular boat. I plan on continuing this segment for a few issues, so continue to send in 

your articles. Below are a few shared by the racers: 

developed his talent as a professional racing photographer.  Now, based upon a reputation 

that began with us, he is in demand to shoot the full sized hydros and we donôt get him at 

every race anymore. And while his work for H1 and vintage hydro photography is impres-

sive, I think that it is his R/CU photos that still really pack the bigger punch. Yeah, I think we 

are lucky to know Christopher Denslow. 

From Mike Walcker, who told me he plans on returning to racing next year, after taking a year off: 

 

My first ñRed Manò boat, although not my first boat by any means, was, as they say, love at first sight.  It was being sold for the 

late Dudley Powell and was on display at Wagnerôs Hobby Store in Auburn.  Harvey Wagner told me the story of the boat and 

explained that itôs builder was one of the premier fiberglass boat builders on the circuit and the ô74 pickle-fork was a competi-

tive hull.  As I made the purchase and got ready to leave the store, Harvey threw out one more fact that would haunt me for 

years.  He told me that Dudleyôs wife, Dianne, had the round-nose 1973 version of the ñRed Manò and she didnôt race much 

anymore.  I had visions of a team of boats, complete with color-coordinated clothing, pit stall, etcé.and couldnôt wait to locate 

Dianne Powell.  That wait was not long, as Dianne is also an accomplished model railroader and displays her work at local 

shows.  That next spring, at an event in Monroe, I met Dianne and told her I had the ô74 Red Man and was interested in her 

boat.  She was not ready to sell, but we had a good conversation and I told her I would ask her every time I saw her until she 

gave in.  5 years and about 50 requests later, back at the Monroe swap meet, I felt a tap on my shoulder.  It was Dianne and the 

first thing she said was ñ do you still want that old boat?ò  The two Dudley Powell built hulls were finally together again (not to 

mention a ton of stuff that Dianne threw in) and I am proud to represent that period of R/C Unlimiteds history with these great 

boats.  One remaining boat in the shop is the old ñMiss Maverickò that was re-lettered for the 1961 ñ Miss Renoò.  That boat 

was built on October 15, 1974 by Les Ruggles, and hopefully, will be back in shape to 

do some nostalgia runs and be kept in pristine shape for the club.  Every time I see that 

boat, I think of how cool it must have been to be up at the pond in Marysville in 74 or 

75 and see Roger, Dudley, Les, John Ernest, and others bringing R/C Unlimiteds into 

existence.   

From the archivesé 

Earl Schenck shared this image of Roger Newton 

from 1978 



From Marc Connelly, who graciously took the time to provide us with another one of his gems: 

 

By now all of you are interested, and more than a few who are not, have heard me drone on and on about how I got into the restoration of the 1982 

Atlas Van Lines during the final months of my fathers life. It is a sad, wistful, and happy tale: a rite of passage saga wherein each of us sons 

becomes the patriarch. 
 
What was unusual about my little tragedy was a rather random choice I made to check out the Hydroplane & Raceboat Museum after an afternoon 

spent visiting with Dad. I had heard about the Museum for years, and had intended to stop by and see what that was all about. Driving home one 

day, I just took the West Marginal exit off of I-5 and never looked back.  
 
When I finally tracked the Museum down, on a rainy Seattle Thursday night, it made me laugh. The óMuseumô was jammed into a storage unit! 

(Well, three storage units, to be precise.) Undaunted by the hilariously inadequate surroundings, a rather big bunch of people were churning along 

on some interesting restoration projects, with great enthusiasm. Over here, the Griffon Bud was getting stripped to a useable substrate. Over there, 

some jazz guitar guy was supposedly restoring Chip Hanauerôs 1982 Atlas Van Lines. 
 
Despite the improbable location in South Park, the roughest neighborhood in Seattle, I felt an affinity for the Museum immediately. I looked around 

and realized that I had most of the skills that volunteers were employing to rebuild these legends. Bandsaw, pry bar, sanders, rivet guns, torches, 

epoxy, bondo- I knew this stuff! 
 
In a serious cut-to the chase move here, I drop the name we all know and love, Don Mock. Everyone on the R/CU beach knows how persuasive 

Don can be when he sets his óDon Rayô on you. With just one stop at Jim Harveyôs shop, where the Atlas was reduced to 20% of a hydroplane, 

crew chief Don and his óDon Rayô fell upon me. By the next Thursday, he had hijacked me thoroughly by calling me ócrewô and by complimenting 

my work beyond its worth.  (I discovered, soon enough, that this was his standard m.o.) 
 
By the next week, my family pretty much understood that I would be driving up to Seattle every Tuesday and Thursday so that I could to see Dad in 

the afternoon, and then to grind aluminum into dust in the evenings. I still donôt know how I pulled that one off.  
 
It is a very interesting experience, serving on a restoration crew. As the project moves forward at a snailôs pace, the restoration experience 

inevitably develops some unique bonds between the crew and between the crew and the boat. I had checked out of unlimited racing the day my 

hero, Bill Muncey, died. So I wasnôt all that aware of Chipôs great summer. But now, working on his boat- a boat he would agree to drive again- I 

was pulled right back into the sport- and 1982- again.  
 
Others are guilty conspirators here, too:  Rich Matkin, Lee Robertson, Roger Newton and Steve Schmitz are among my Atlas crew brothers. So, 

eventually, I had to go see a R/CU race, down in Woodland, and learn to launch a boat from Don and Lee and whoever else needed a toss. At the 

end of Saturday practice, Don fueled up his famous 1982 Atlas and I gave it a launch. After a bit of instruction, he handed me the controls with a 

few words of faith in my ability to drive it. I milled around cautiously for a lap or two, trying not to screw up Dons beautiful boat. Finally he said 

ñThe next time you come down the front straight, I just want you to floor it and drive around the turnò. So I did. 
 
When he took the controls back a few laps later, I said ñDon, I donôt want a boat, I want that boat!ò     

 
Did I really stand a chance of not racing in R/CU? And what 

registration do imagine I might burn to have? When Don 

decided to relinquish the 82 registration, he handed it off to 

me. What a guy. So I built another 1982 Atlas, only this one 

was amenable to being flipped over on my workbench. I own 

this one and I aint never lettinô it go!.   
 
Now, I must confess: I do miss my White Knife. She was 

such a cool racer! And yes, somehow that story is not over for 

me yet. But this year, running my brand new ô82, my heart 

has been singing around that racecourse! And it sure doesnôt 

hurt that we are turning faster laps each time out. Thatôs why 

I chose this boat.  

Oh Boy! Oberto Championship Series  

Photos from Chris Denslow and morphed by Marc 

Connelly 



 By Geoffry Grembowski 

 R/CU was fortunate enough to have the traditional end-of-the year banquet in beautiful Chelan, WA, at the Grand View on 

the Lake. Mark Evans graciously donated his time to come in as a guest speaker and showed many stories and laughs with the club. 

The silent auction was successful again, and the food was amazing. Here is a list of the trophies and awards that were given: 

First off, a HUGE thank you to the Walckers for graciously hosting this amazing event. 

 

Season Points: 

1. Kirk Maupin 

2. Dave Brandt 

3. Bill Brandt 

4. Steve Schmitz 

5. John Olson 

6. Joey Caines 

7. David Newton 

8. Dustin Hicks 

9. Geoffry Grembowski 

10. Jim Brittain 

 

Trophies and awards continued next page 

Oh Boy! Oberto Championship Series  

R/CU Banquet 2010: Grand View, Grand Party! 

David Newton reports: A friend from the Michigan 

named Paul Lamarre III and his father recently pur-

chased the 71 Notre Dame from Dave Bartush in Detroit 

and plan to restore her to her original condition.  As you 

can see from the photos the boat last ran with Steve Rey-

nolds at the wheel of the Captran Resorts... and that the 

boat has seen better days.  (pictures right) 


